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MarTHE 5. 3. 2 

Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the kings SS 
dom of Heaven. S's 


HUS doth, that Divine Preacher of Righteouſneſs, ha 
| Chriſt Jeſus begin, that beſt of Sermons that ever | me 
was or ever will be preach'd in this World, his Ser- J ſak 
mon on the Mouut, He had juſt before enter'd upon his Pro- gre 
phetical Office of revealing and expounding to Men the will | II. 
of God. as we read in the 17th verſe of the foregoing Chap- 
ter, om that time began Jeſus to preach, And behold ! no I va 
ſooner had he undertaken this important Office, but he dil- I hir 
chargeth it to a miracle, ſpeaking ſo as never Man, Joh. 7. | of 
46. before him ſpake, and comprizing in few words more 
than all the wiſe Men of old had amaſs'd together, in their 
vaſt Volumes of Philoſophy. 6. 

Having withdrawn himſelf fram the noiſe and tumult of 
the multitude, which flock d to him from all parts about Je- 
ruſalem, Matt. 4. 25. he retires to a private Mountain, and 
there inſtructs nis Diiciples, and in them all Chriſtians that 
ſhould ever come into the World, in a ſhort, but ſure, way 
to true and everlaiting Happineſs. 

But, inſtead of propounding ſuch ways to Happineſs, as 
were agreeable to thoſe notions which Mankind had of it; 
he goes u quite contrary way to work, and pronounceth that 
to be the direct road to happineſs, which both Jews and Gen- 
tiles look'd upon, juſt on the contrary, as the certain road 
to miſery. But fo it was, tbe wiſdom of this world was fooliſh 
neſi with God: f Cor. 3. 19. What Men thought their hap- 
pineſs, was indeed their greateſt miſery ; and thoſe things 
which they avoided, as the main hindrances of their Happinels, 
were the only mcuns, by which it could be obtain'd. Their 
high thoughts and great deſires, their mirth and jollity, their 
freedom trom pain and trouble, in which they placed ſo 22 
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ſiderable a part of their MERA muſt now be chang'd | 
> | into poverty of ſpirit, weeping and mourning, »ffiictions and 4 
perſecutions ,, Ver. 3, 4, 10, 11. or elſe, divine Wifdom it {elf ö 
has declar'd, they cannot be truly happy. 
15 Now that this Doctrine, which was not like to take much 
vit a ſenſual World, might not be wholely ſighted and ne- 
glected, our Saviour wiſely ſets a Bleſſing before it: well know- 
| 10g how fond Men naturally are of any thing that looks like 
„ | happineſs, and how likely they would be to give entertain- 
T | ment to his Doctrine, if not for its own, yet for the Bleſſings 
'* | fake. Nay, he recommends it, by annexing to it the very 
„ greateſt of Bleſſings even nothing leſs than, the kingdom of 
il} Heaven it ſelf. 
& The firſt thing neceſſary, in order to our obtaining this E- 
0 } vangelical Happineſs, is poverty of ſpirit: for this our Lord 
= | himſelf placeth firſt, beginning his Sermon with theſe words 
7+ | of my Text, B ed are the poor in ſpirit. 
ws What this poverty of ſpirit is, which our Bleſſed Lord had 
ir in ſuch great eſteem, that he thought it not too much thus to 
dignify it with the firſt place amongſt his Beatitudes, is a lite 
t | tle diſputed by Learned Men. Some taking the word poor to 
* | be us d here, in a borrow'd and metaphorical ſenſe, to ſignify 
d | the humble and lowly Man; others earneſtly contending for 
at | the ſtrict and proper ſenſe of it, as it fignifieth an indigent, 
y | needy perſon, one who is deſtitute of Riches, and in mean 
Circumſtances, as to his outward condition in this World, It | 
5 ve take the woord poor in the firlt ſenſe, then to be poor in or? 
'3 | ſpirit, or in mind (for fo we are to underſtand the word Spi- | 
rit here, and in many other places of Scripture ) is to be mee 
i= | nd lowly in beart, not proud in ſpirit, as the wiſe Man ex- 
d preſſeth it, not high minded or ſelf-conceited. Eccleſ. 7. 8. If 
in the other ſenſe, then to be poor in Spirit, is to be willing 
ta undergo all the hardſhips and inconveniencies of Poverty, 
do have a mind that will ſtoop to our condition, how Jow ſoc ver 
is, and patiently and contentedly acquieſce in it. There is 
a third ſenſe likewiſe, which ſome Men give to this Grace of 
ir poverty of ſpirit; taking it to be that diſpolition of Mind, 
a” | Which iz oppoſite to Anger; ( and that chicfly, becauſe the 
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word ſpirit is ſometimes uſed in Scripture, to ſignify Anger) 
bur thi; ſenſe ſeeming more properly to belong to meekneſs, 
which is recommended to us by our Saviour, at the 57th verſe 
of this Chapter, I ſhall not infiſt upon it here, but couteat m 
ſelf wir the two other lenſes of poverty of ſpirit, which I have 
beforc given. ei 

Ana both theſe ſenſes have ſuch very fair Reaſons, as well 
as great Authorities, to ſupport them, that I ſhall not take 
vpon me at preſent to determine in favour of cither : but 
ſh. make choice of the former only for the ſubject of my 
following diſcourſe, and conſider poverty of ſpirit no farther, 
than as it ſignifies a very mean and low opinion of our ſelves, 
and of every thing that may properly be call'd our. And, m 
conſidering it under this notion. I ſhall cndeavour. 

Firft, To deſcribe to you the Man, who may be truly ſaid 
to be poor in ſpirit. 

Secondly, To ſhew for what Reaſons our Saviour gave this 
Grace of poverty of ſpirit the preeminence of all other Chri- 
ſtian Graces, and aſlign'd the firſt place and Bleſſing to it. 

Thirdly, I ſhall make uſe of ſeveral motives, and more eſ- 
pecially that glorious one offer'd in my Text, to perſwade 
Men to uſe their utmoſt endeavours, tor the obtaining of this 
gracious Diſpoſition of Mind. And 

Feurthly and Laſtly, I (ball conclude all, with a ſhort ad- 
dreſs to three ſorts of perſons, who ſeem more eſpecially to 
want this Grace of poverty of ſpirit. 

Firſt then, He may be truly {aid to be poor in ſpirit, who 
conſtantly bears in mind, that be is a Creature z that he re- 
ceiv' d his very Being, together with all the endowments and 
ornaments of it, from God, and is continually oblig'd to him 
foi his pre ſer vation of them, and for all manner of good things 
that befal him. That whatever external or internal excel- 
lencies he may be poſſeſsd of above others ( whither Wealth, 
Beauty, tiigh Birth, Mit, fudgment, Good mature, or the 
lik Y rh are all the free gifts of Providence: that he has no 
Propricty in them, no juſt claim or title to them, and there- 
tore that it highly becometh him, having thus receiv'd them 
from another, neither to make his boaſts of them, nor value 
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himſelf upon them, as if he wh not receiv*d them. 1 Cor.4. 
7. That he is a finite Creature, circumicrib'd within narrow 
bounds and limits, which he cannot exceed, that the eyes of 
his Underſtanding are dim, his Faculties weak, and his Powers 
ſhort. Nay farther yer, that, in that fall'n State, into which 
his Forcfathers {in has degraded him, he is become a very im- 
perſet Creature, and extremely apt to run into errours and 
miſtakes, even about thoſe things, which do fall within the 
compaſs of his nature. 5 

Who is poſſeſꝰd with a deep and lowly ſenſe of the miſerable 
condition, which he is in by nature; who feriouſ] - conliders 
that he was conceiv'd in fin, P/. F1. 5. and brought forth in 
iniquity ; that he is by nature an enemy to God, and a child 
of wrath, ſo horribly vitiated and deprav4, Rom. 5. 19. that, 
in himſelf confider'd, Epheſ. 2. 3 he is utterly uncapable of 
doing any good thing. 2 Cor. 3. 5. or ſo much as thinking 
any good thought; 7b4l. 3. 13. that whatever is good or 
commendable, Fam. 1. 13, 14, 15. cither in his thoughts or 
his performances, is more God's than hiz, but whatſoever is 
bad truly and ſolely hi; own : and there'ore that the Glory of 
the good ought to be aſcrib'd to God, and the ſhame ot the 
bad taken to himſelt. Who moſt ſincerely believeth and thank- 
fully acknowledged, Rom. 3. 24 that it is by Grace that he 
is ſav d, and that that Erecnal Happineſs, which he hopes tor, 
after death in another Lite, is by no means a debt to his me- 
rits, Epbeſ. 5. 8. but the tree and undeſerv'd Gift of his moſt 
comp dſionate and bountitul Father tyꝰwWards him. Rom. G 23. 

Who, as to himſelf in particular, being coaſcious of his own 
many frailties and imperfections, failings and inſictnitics, wil 
tul Tranſgreſſions and prefuraptious Sins, is always rezdy ta 
cry out wit St. Paul, under a martifying ſenſe of his 2m 1+ 
worthineſs, that he is 10% then 15: d of all Sawnts: Eph. 3, 
8. that is, is apt to have a very men opinion of his own at- 
tainments in pity and vertue, to thing them much ſhart of 
what they ought to be, much ſhort of what many others have 
a'tam'd to. (And this is what St. Paul means, in other places 
of his Epiſtles, by thinking ſoberly of cur ſelves, as we dug bt 
io think, Rom, 12. 3. and in lowlneſs of mind eſe ceming ot bers 
| A3 better 
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better than our felves. ) Phil. 2. 3. Who diſtruſts his own 
Judgment, which has ſo often deceiv'd him: is fearful of 
following his own Will too raſhly, which has fo often 1d 
bim cut if the any: and is extremely jealous of his Paſſions 
and Af. tions, which have fo often hurry*d him into fin and 
folly. Who is always ſuſpicious of himſelf, and not only will- 
ing, bur deſious, both to hear and follow the advice of o- 
theres: whoſe: ſuegment he can eaſily be pe rſwaded to ſet a 
great ir value upon, than upon his own. then vA 

To be ſhert ; Who, knowing himſelf to be a very vain 
and fouliſh Creature, is contented to be taught fo by other 
people, can patiently hear bimſclf diſparag'd, and is as vile 
and corcmptible in his own eyes, as he ought in any reaton 
to be, in th. eyes, of other Men. To fay all at once: Who 
ſeriouſly conſiders that every Man at hs beſt ſtate, u altege- 
ther vanity; and that he him{elf ic vanity of vanit ies. Pl, 3 9. 5. 

This is a true, tho? a vy imperfect, Character ot thc 
Man that is poor in ſpirit + and, from this Character of him, 
it will be no hard matter to ſhew, 

Secondly, For what reaſons our Saviour gave this Grace of 
poverty of ſpirit the preeminence of all other Chriſtian Gra- 
ces, and aſſign'd the firſt place and Pleſſing to it. And this, 
1 thiak, he might very well do, far tbeſe following. 

Firft, Becuuſe hamblene(s of mind, or poverty of ſpirit, is 
the ſoundation cf all Religion. Religion is nothing elſe, but 
© wutire rif gation of our ſelves to the will of God, in all 
tnings : perfect ſubmiſſion to his Laws, and an awful ado- 
rat on of his Being. And there is nothing, which I know of 
that can oblige Mien to this, but a modeſt and humble ſenſe, 
of ihe inlnie diſtance that there is between God and them, 
and of their entire rcliancꝭ and dependance upon him. If they 
are not very well ſatisiy d, that they were at firſt the work of 
bi. 29985,and are now continually fuſtain'd by his Providence: 
bar they are wholly ſub to his government and diſpoſal, 
and lyaÞle to be rewarded or puniſh'd by him, when and as 
ne fhull think fir, we ſhall find it a very hard matter to per- 
ſwWade them, either to obey or worſhip him. But, if once they 
re tt uly poſiels'd with this mean and low, this poor and mor- 
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tifying opinion of themſelves, their obedience will naturally 
follow their humiliry : and their ſenſe of their own inſufficien- 
cy will ſoon put them upon, imploring the Quliflance, and ac- 
; | knowledging the goodneſs of him, from who ail their luffi- 

ciency muſt be der:v'd. And therefore our bicfled Lord, like 
a wiſe Maſter Builder, began here, and made choice of this 

for the head · ſtone of the corner, upon which, he knew, he 
| | might after wards eaſily raiſe a fair and ſteady Fabrick ot Ver- 

tue and Religion. He laid this Law Grit, ſaith St. Crust om, 
| | 45 a ſtrong and ſure foundation, upon work he might ter- 
* | ward, build, whatever elſe be ſhould thun l fir. Chr) loſt. in loc. 
Secondly, Becauſe this was an excellent preparative, for 
| | the reception and entertainment of Chriſtianity; and chat, 
upon theſe two accounts; 

Firſt, As it ſerv'd to remove thoſe prejudices, which both 
| 7ews and Gentiles had preconceiv'd, againſt the perſon and 
\ | <uctrine of our Saviour, He knew very well that hc ſhould 
make another fort of figure in the World than the Fews, thro 
a wrong interpretatiun of their Prophets, expected from their 
Mſi ab; und thu the maxims of his Doctrine would be, in 
gicat meaſure, directly oppoſite to all ihe Maxims of the Cen- 
„tile wiſdom: and ther, tor theſe reaſons, hie ſhould become 
to the Tews ſtumbling block, and to the Greeks, 1 Cor. 1. 
23. or Genrilcs, fooliſhncſs. And thereſore he begins his Pro- 
phetical Office, with admoniſhing Men to be modeſt and 
humble, meck and lowly, and to entertain but poor and mean 
opinions of themſclves: that fo, by this mens, he might, if 
poſſible, keep them from becoming Rift and obſtinate in their 
prejudices, and incline them, upon a modeſt and humble ſenſe 
of rhe ſrailties and imperteRions of their Natures, the blind- 
neſs and uncertainty of their Judgments, and ther lyablencſs 
to Errours and miſtakcs, at leaſt to believe it poſſinle, that 
they might have been in the wrong, and to try whither he was 
in the right, or no. Wiſely conſidering that, till pride and 
{elf-conceit were taken out oi the way, there could be no room 
for that Doctrine, which was to prove all the wiſdom of this 
World to be meer fooliſhaeſs. And accordingly, we find, it 
happened ia the Event; very few of the Jews embracing the 
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Goſpel,becavfe it came not attended with that outward Pomp 
and Grandeur, 1 Cor. 1. which they expected, and had fix d 
their hearts upon ; and hardly any of the more learned among 
the Hearhen ſubmitting to 1, at firſt, but rather mocking and 
deriding it, bccauſe it preach*'d new things to them, who 
vainly conctiied that they knew all things, and deftroy'd their 
wild:m, Acts 17.18, 19. who thought themſelves the only 
wife Men, ard brong bt 10 nothing their underſtanding, 1 Cor. 
1. 18. whod had long paſs'd in the World, for the Maſicrs 
of Prudence. jk @ | 

Secendly, As it ferv'd to convince Men of their ſpirititual 
poverty and warts, and conſequently inclin'd them to hear ken 
to Chriſt, who came with offers of a large and liberal ſupply 
ior them, I he concei cd Man is fo full always of the advan- 
tages und perfections of his owy condition, that he is very apt 
to think it uncapable of being better'd, and is ſo far from 
thanking, that the layghs at, thoſe who kindly profer to aſliſt 
and mend it. With The Chinch of Laodicta, he ſaith that be 
15 rich and lar need of not bing, and ln me th not, that be is 


wr. tched ard i abli, and poor, ard blind, and naked. Re- 


vel. 3. 17. And juſt this was it with the Jews, who were ſa 
extravagant ly puff'd up with the conceit o the perfection of 
thoſe Piviieges and Advantages, Which they cnjoy'd under 
the Aze/aic Diſperſation, that they contemm'd and rejected 
our Saviour, Feb. yy. 34. wich a ſcorn'ul Deff thou teach ? 
Wren ne:vertheicis the advantages, which he ofier drhem,were 
really as much me excellent than thoſe which they had from 
the aW of F4{e:. as a ſubſlance is than its zhadow, as ſpiri- 
taal things than canal, and as temporal things than cternal. 
Inſomuch, that ne Loew i fad to have had no glory, in rcl- 
pect of the glory of th, Goſpel, 2 Cor. 3. 10. which fo far ex- 
celieth it. An! wen had it been tor the Jeu, it they could 
have been mace ſcnſible of this, and if the miſtaken fancy of 
the perit tion of the ſtute which they wrre then under, bad 
rot Hygdred them from going on, as cur bleſſed Lord ear- 
acfily cæharted nem end ſhow's them the wor way, to real 
per ſection 
Fut NOW wat cale o wy hu⁰,jʒ.Sbie Man is cute otherwiſe: he 
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s always deeply conſcious of his own poverty and inſufficiency, 
wretchednefs and miſery, ana molt carneſtly defirous to em- 
brace and improve all opportunities of aracuding and bettering 
his comnlition. 
To the humble then, and to them alone, Our Lord foreſaw 
| his offers of new Light, Grace and Salvation, would be acce 
| table and welcome: and therefore, being deſirous that all Men 
ſhould partake of theſe, his firſt care was to prepare and quali- 
ty the Minds of all Men for them. He reminds them of their f 
6 own poverty, that fo they might the more thanfuliy accept the 4, 
riches of his goodneſs : of their own darkneſs and obſcurity,.— 
that {© they might rejoyce in l mar vellom light: of their own 
inability to help and fave themſclves, that fo they might be- 
come exceeding glad of by Salvation. 
1rd, Bccaule this Grace ot Poverty of Spirit, being once 
firmly ſettled and rooted in the minds of Men, would, not on! 
diſpoſe them to receive Chriſt tor their Saviour, but w outd like- 
wile afterwards be a conſtant ſpur to thy endeavours, and 
migthily quicken their Attention, Care and Diligence, both in 
learning, and obcying ail his future Tenman.s. Every wiſe 
Teacher is clpecially carctul, ar the beginning of his Inſtructi- 
ons, to inſtill fore ſuch gencral Principles into the minds of his 
Diſctples, as may be of univerfal ute nd inſſuence, in the whole 
ſequel ot them. nd of this nature is bumility, in the School of 
Chriitlanity; which, teaching us nt ro be high- minded, but 
to fear, and, when we ſtand muſt upriphr, to take heed leaſt 
we lall, makes us paſs warchtully and cauricully through all the 
ſtages of our Chæiſtiau wartare, naprove a4 oprorunitics of grow 
11/7 j3 graces, ana 1 we anonwicdye of or 1md aud Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, and give all diligence, to make aun calling and eleftion ſure. 
Li ly, Becauſe it vas the want Of this poorrry of forrrr, that 
s the occaſion of Sins fu entring inte the World, Tie 
Worlds, I might have ſaid: ſince that above, as well as this 
below. Was frit de hi*d, and bat ſtain i. by pride. Never 
could thoſe once ail glos Beings, the alin Alge, who we 
now cternally coniemn'd and chani'd ro Hell, have enicrtuin'd 
to much as the leaſt thought of rebelling againd Gd, had thev 
not firſt caſc off all ſober ſenſe ot their v.14 con.iition, ard 
vainiy concened that they might become, at in the nature 
9 things Was impoſſible, like te moſt High, Wai. 14. 14. And 
never could unnappy Man he }oft his innocency, had he been 
but carcful to preſerve his humiity. But it was the Devils po- 
4 7 licy, 
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licy, firſt to rob him of A+ then of that : firſt to puff him 
ub wich pride, and to make him believe that he need not fear 
God, Geneſ 3. 4 5. but might himtelf be as God, and the. to 
male hien guiity of the foulrit ingratitude and molt fatal re- 
bellion againit lum. When therefore our bleed Saviour Was 
about ty nier into a m ant better Covenant with Man: 
that he mig nt tortcit his File to this, as he had done to 
the thriner, he bid iim iu che firit place to beware of Pride: to 
comſider iT win ᷣ Lit, how many and how great Evils 
this haC 2)rowyly brought in upon him, and, conſidering this, 
to HH. wile un Calitrous, as not to ſplit twice upon the lame 
R.cx. SiC „. Chryſoftomy, bad been the ſource and 
firing of al ow nafclieſs, ur Saviour cre farſt recommends Hu- 
mulity to 1 ο cs, ds the beſt preſervative againſt all ſuch evi!s 
for tie future, Chi felt in loc. 

4 heile ure foinc of tute reaſons, which probably might in- 
duce oui Suvicur ti fit io gut a value as be did, upon this 
Grace uf pivcity of ſpite 1G thke all j lamiy tend to convince 
us of the g cut uſt fun fs and cxccllency, nay, mdced ot the ab- 
flute nec ſſity, gt th Grace it being 16 cvident that, Where» 
ev-r this Oban; there Pray and Vertue, there our Duty, and 
Win hu OUr Uo nn eviritimg Intereſt, mult naturally 
CLIVE Al LH: dr: „n on the contrary, that Where ever us 
„. ant dg and Kebelſion become bold and 
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darin, tne Le vil tt and prevails, fin u brought forth, and 
ng K, 61.72% forth deatb. 1 Jim 15. I ſhall need 
therctore, lic, 15 fp ac but very lictie time. 

D In ron ong woo feveral Motives, and more eff 
un tet grit one vi ru in my Text, to perſwade Men 
0 uſe their AMC endzarnurs, tor the obtaining ot this graci- 
£45 dilpofit ih of 144 And 

Fi, Lat us ce che ggcet real neblencds of this Duty of 
DuinDiench tn: Whg retires Us to think of God, our 
Neighbeees, an: ur lives, n other iſe, than as is exactly 
agrecubic 795.047 ref Et ve rmmuiues and conditions. Is not God 
infinr oy „ 2 id he noc irate us? Dath he not conti- 
nua ly tt n and prelerve us? Miy not he do what he will 
win ohn? Is he not Lord of Fleuven and Earth : and may he 
not chere fert tft al his ze ill in both 2 May be not call his own 
Creatures to account, ior obcing or diſgbeing his will, and re- 
ward or punith them accordingiy ? Nay, has he not expreſiy 
tuld us that he will do tt? Ang v7. then can poſſibly be more 
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habitually to think and believe it too, that it may have its due 
influence upon our whole Lives and converſations ? 

Do not muny of our Ncighbours api car to be much better 
than we our ſelves arc ? can we putlib y know 1} cir iaults, ſo 
well as we do our own ? Do wenct Hud a Ercat nun) Argue 
ments within our ſelves, to beat down dur high opirnt u of our 
ſelves, which we cannot equally find, to een our guod opt 
nion of our Neigabours ? And is it not then mot jult and equi 
table, that we ſhould oſten in honuur preſet our Net hb ous to, 
cur ſclves, Rem. 1%. 10. and never, \ :tvut then ay At. 
reaſon, prefer our felves to them ? 

As to our ſelves: Are we not Creatures * Are we not Sins 
ners? Have not all, cven the very beſt of ts, great lailis gs 
and imperfections ? Are we not, in our foros co ſider'd, 
wretched and miſcrable, and poor, and blind, and naku ? aud 
are not theſe conſiderations enough, to junmnbyec and het Us 0 


the utmoit ? Can we think that pride was made tur ini ? Le- 


cluſ. 10. 18. Shall / ful auf! and aſhes dare to bt ficli 11.11. 64. 
6. Are the fi'thy rags of our righteouſneſs lit wo be g/r in? 
Much more, can we think it reaſonable to glory in Gui i 1246 ? 
No certainly: io the very beſt cf us rather belongeth ct 
of face: Plul. 3-19. becauſe we have finued apanjt the iourd cur 
God, and have not obeyed Is voice, to walk, in the laws, 1whzich be 
ſet before us. Dan. 9. 7, 8. 9, 10. 

Secondly, The example ot our bleſſed Saviour, and the more 
than ordinary earncitnels, with which he commands us to cus 
deavour alter this Grace, ouꝑht mightily to recommend it to us. 
How carefully did he, who had the greateft reaſon, that cover 
Man had or can bave, to think well of himſecit : becauſe lie 
did no fin, neither was gitile found in J, month ; 1 Por. Z. ZI. how 
carctully did he, I ſay, prove himſelf to the World, co be 
mee lt and lowly in heart: Matt. 11. 29. and avoid every the Haft 
appearance of pride and ſeit-conceit; refuſing even ſo much as 
the appellation of good, leait he ſhould ſeem to have too high 
an eſteem ot himſelf, and to incroach too much upon the di- 
vine perfections and Glory? How did his contin eneavorrs 
to ſhun the praiſe of Men, Matt. 19. 17. and his induſtrious 
alcribing all the Glory, that was offer'd hin, to God: hoe did 
the pain and ignominy of his death, Phil. 2. 5, 6, 7, 8. which 
he fuſtain'd with fo much patience, eonteniedncl-, aid entire 
re1gnation to the will of God, ſet bim torth 3 a bright _ 
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reaſonable, than to think and belicve all this of him: and ſo- 
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moſt perfe& Pattern of humbleneſs of mind ? And did he not 
leave ws bu example, for this very purpoſe, that we might folow hu 
ſteps 1 Pet. 2.21, 23, 24. Has he not himſclt call d upon us, 
to learn of him ro be meek and lowiy in heart? Did he not 
moſt ſeverely check all lofty and aſpiring thoughts, in his Dil 
ciples ? Did he not encourage, to the utmoſt, all modeſt and 
humble ones? Luk. 22.26. 9. 48. Was not poverty of ſpirit his 
firſt Leſſon to em? Mare. 13. 12. Was it not His continual 
Topic, in all his Liſcourſes with them? Has he not declar'd it 
one of the prime Qualincations, for his Kingdom? And how 
then can we ever do too much, for the attainment tor it? 

Leftly, The benchcial fruits, and advantages both Temporal 
and Spiritual, of this Grace, muſt needs wondertully commend 
and endear it to us. As will ſufficiently appear from barely 
mentioning ſome ot the chief of them. As 7 

Firft, Thas this Grace is the foundation of all Worldly con- 
tentment. Tine great reaſon why Men are at any time diffy- 
tisty'd with their worldly Condition is, becauſe: they think they 
deſerve rauch better of Providence, or at leait, that they are 
not ſo well us d by it, as their Neighbours, who, their vanity 
makes them apt to think, are nor, by much, ſo deſerving as 
themſelves. Whereas alas! had Men but once attain'd to a true 
fenſe and judgment of themſelves, had they but once learn'd to 


think ſoberly of themſelves, a they ought to think : they would 


ſoon acknowledge the worlt flare of Lite to be roo good for 
them, and not only be contented with, but even rejoice in and 
be thankful for, the very leaſt of a'l God's Mercies : as well 
knowing them, how little ſocver, to be ſtill beyond their de- 
ſerts, ſtill too good for ſuch vile and ſinful Creatures, as they 
are. 

Secondly, This Grace will be ſure ro procure us the eſteem 
and love of all Men. It will make us willing to ſtoop to all, 
even the loweſt offices of Friendſhip and Charity: thankful 
for all, even the ſmalleſt Acts of kindneſs and civility : and ex- 
tremely courteous, obliging and condeſcending, to all perſons 
of whatſoever Rank or Fortune. It will reach us to give place 
and preference to others; it will not ſuffer an haughty Spirit 
of oppolition and contradiction ta reign amongſt us: but it 
will ſo ſweetly influence and qualify our whole Converſation 
and Deportment towards Men, and render our Bchaviour fo 
affable, pleaſing, and uſeful, in all inflances: that we ſhall no 
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( 13) 
quaintance, than friendſhip and reſpect. So {ar is Humitry 
from degrading any Man, as ſome who were never acquainted 
With it pretend, that, let our Condition be never ſo high, this 
will ſtill raiſe it to an higher g itch. Before Honour j Humility, 
faith Solomon, and again, Honour ſhall uphold the humble in fpiraz. 
Prov. 18. 1%. 29. 23. But, which is more, infinitely more, 
valuable, 

Thirdly, This will, in a moſt peculiar manner, recommend 
us to the favour and love of God: who has taken frequent oc- 
caſions in Scripture, to ſhew how great a. value he ſets upon 
this Grace, and how dear the poſſe ſſhurs ot it are to him. God 
ſhall ſave the humble perſon, faith Eliphaʒ to Fob + He forgetteth 
not the cry of the humble, but heereth their deſire. Job 22.29. The 
meek will he guide in judgment, the meet, will he teach by way; 
ſaith the Pſalmiſt, Pl. 9. 12.10. 17.25. 9. He giveth grace to the 
bumble, ſaith St. Fames, Jam. 4 6. Nay, ſuch an entire lover is 
he of them, that he declares, by his Prophet 1/azah, that he will 
dwell with hi m, that i of an humble an1 contrite ſpirit, to revive 
the fpirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 
Ifai. 57. 15. 1f then, the hope of gaining the love of Men, 
will not much move us; yet ſurely the hope of gaining the 
love of God muſt. It muſt, I tay, if we have but ſo much as 
one ſpark of humility remaining in us: for this will be ſuth- 
Cient to make us ſenſible, what vile and contemptible Crea- 
tures we arc, in our ſelves conlider'd, and how much and how 
continully we ftand in need of the divine Favour and Affi- 
ſtance, and conſequently, this will moſt ſtrongly incite and pro- 
voke us, to uſe our utmoſt endeavours for the obtaining of this 
humbleneſs of mind, which is a ſyre and ready way to entitle 


us ro them. $: 0 1 bd 


Fourthly, This will be a ſafeguard and preſervative, pra- 
moter and encourayer, of all Goodneſs and Vertue, in us. 
increaſing in us an inward aw and dread of God (hom it will 
ſhew us to be our Almighty Governour and judge) and, with 
theſe, a true Religious fear of offending and incenſing his molt 
terrible Majeſty. By making us diſtruſttul and ſuſpicious of 
our ſelves, of our own ability, skill and care: and, for this 


| reaſon, more than ordinarily diligent, diſcreet, and watchful, 


in all the Duties of our Chriſtian Lite. 4nd laſtly, by obrair- 
ing for us, from the Throne of Grace, which the humble are 
encourag d to approach with boldneſs, ſuch a large and ſuffr 
cient meaſure of Grace, as will effectually enable us, 2 - 


(14) 
Febe the good fight of Faith, and to finiſh our courſe, that, in the 
end, we ſhall not fail of obtaining everlaſting, Life. Which 
is the. 

Fiſth, and lat Muive that I ſhall at preſent make uſe of, to 
excite your carne {fires and endeavours, after this Grace of | 92 © 
Poverty of Spi1zt. Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit, faith my Text, 150 
for theirs u ++ Kingdom of Heaven; even that Kingdom of ever. | IM 
laſting Bliſs aud Glory, Which God has prepar'd far all his taith- 1/214 
ful Servants, from the foumdation of the World, Mat. 25. 34. Rs 

Not, that Heaven will be the reward of this articular * 
Grace of Humility, in it ſelf conſider'd, but conſider'd, as at- It 
tended with all thoſe Graces and Verrues, which naturally | Men 
fl from it, and are ſuſtain'd by it: conſider'd, as it is the pa- bon 
rent of an univerſal Submiiſion and Obedience to God, the ſure 
fruirtul ſeed of all Religion, and the foundation and pertecti- don 
on of all Virtuc. 13 

Tis true indeed, by the Kingdom of Heaven here we may | NU 
und-r{tand, the Kingdom of the Meſſizh, or the Church of aba 
Chriſt here on Earth: Mert. 3. 2. and if fo, then the bleſſing el 
here promisd amounrs to this; that the poor an Spirit are thoſe, | ma 
of whom Christ's Ringdom m iſt be compos'd, that they alone | e 
are of a fit temper and diſpolition, to conſtitute his Church 
here on Luth. But, in which focver of theſe ſenſes we take it, the 
it wil! come in th» «nd much to one; fince the very fame | P? 
temper of mind, which makes us meet to be partakers of Li 
Chrilt's Grace here, will mak: us as meet to be partakers of his | 12 
Glory herunter: the very fame happy frame and diſpoſition of | © 
Sou), which firs us to be Members of his Church militant on | tre 
Eirth, will cquny gt us to be Members of that Triumphant | 25 
in Haven. Ant who chen would nor be humble, when his | 9? 
humility {hill lift him up as high as Heaven? Who would 
not be thus ab1fd, to be thus exalted 2 Who would not be m 
thus cloth d wich humility, to be thus cloth'd with everlaſt- | 
ing Glory ? to 
And now, having thus fairly reprefented to you the great be 
and manifold advantages of this grace of Poverty of Spirit, 1 * 
£214 hardly allow my felt ra chink fo ill of mankind, as that 4 
there ſhould be any Want of it among them: did not cur too | 
co nmon experience, and more particularly three ſorts of Men, 17 
Wim [| hive now in my view, ſadly convince me to the con- 4 
trarv. Give me leave then, in Charity, to ſpeak a word to 8 
each of thus, and I have done. Th 
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The firſt fort are thoſe, 4 are continually bragging of 
their own Righteouſneſs; and leſſening and deſpiling other 
Men, as neither meet for, nor enjoying, o large a Portion of 
God's Grace, nor yet making lv good an ufc of what they 
do enjoy, as themſclves. Like the haughty Pharit.c, they arc 
apt to thank God, that they are not as other Men: Luk. 18. 11. 
and like thoſe conccited wretches, mention'd by the Prophet 
T/aiah, to ſay to their Neighbours, ſtand by thy ſelf, come not gear 
me, for I am holyer than thou, Tat. G5. 5. But ſurely, fo far are 
theſe Men from having any thing of a truc Chriltian Spirit 
in them, that they ſeem not ſo much a, to underſtand, whar ir 
means. So far are they from being, as they too often vainly 
boait, ſure of their election, that they plainly want one of the 
ſureſt marks of it. Our bloſſed Lord has told uz, that hi: Ring- 
dom mult be compos'd of none but ſuch as, like himſelf, are 
meck and lowly in heart: that rhoſe who cxalt them{clve: 
Matt. 23. 12. {hail be abas'd, and thoſe, and thoſe only, who 
abaſe themiclves, cxalted. Luk. 18. 14. And theretore I cannor 
help fearing, that many of thoſe preſumptuous perſons, who 
make ſuch a noiſe and bultle here about their Rightcoulnck, 
and boaſt themſelves, as it they had Salvation written upon 
their forcheads by the finger of God himſelt, will go away, ar 
the laſt Day, from the great Tribunal, unjuſtit}*d: vhen the 
poor humble Soul, who has made it rhe great buſineſs of his 
Life to work our hit falvation with fear and trembling, Phil. 2. 
12. and has been abundantly more ready to diſparuge, than 
to commend himfſelt, ſhall receive that bleſſed commendation 
from God himſelt, Nell done thou good and faithful ſervant : Mat. 
25. 21. and together with it, the glorious Reward of his viell. 
doing, Enter thou into the joy of thy Lertd. 

A ſecond fort are thoſe, who fancy their own performances 
meritorious, and in themſclves, without the promite of Gol, 
deſerving of eternal Life; inſumuch, that (Goa w ould not be jult 
to them, if, for the fake of their good Works, he ſho::1d nor 
beſtow eternal Life upon them. nd furely, it there be ſuch 
a thing as Spiritual Pride in the World, this is it. For what 
can we poſſibly conceive more abominub'y profumpruous, im- 
Pudent and affuming, than for poor mivuoch ets, unable 
of themſelves ſo much a+ ro do or think avy po wi thine, w.d 
always guilty of fo much impert. tion, even in their se bet 
Services, yet ſtill, to conceit their Services to buyout worm oe 
tough to purchaſe Heaven ? Has not our bien Lov 
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told us, that, when we heve done all theſe things which were eum 
mandel m, Luke 17. 10. we are ſtill to think our ſelves anpro- 
ſervants, and to have done no more, than it was our duty th 
do. © let us then, at our utmoſt peril, beware of puffing. up 
our ſelves with great thoughts ot the merits of our own per- 
formances: left, by ſo doing, we provoke God to withdraw 
his Grace from us, and to try us by the merits of them; and 
then we ſhall ſoon find our miſtake, when it will be tou late 
to correct it, in everlaſting miſery. : | 
Laftly, There is a third fort of Men {till behind; no les 
fooliſh or dangerous than either of the former, and they are 
thoſe, who (either out of a miſtaken notion of the force and 
extent of the powers and faculties of Humane nature, in ge- 
| neral, or out of an over fond opinion of the extraordinary 
acuteneſs and deep reach of their own, in particular) are apt 
to grow high minded, and to exerciſe themſelves in matters, 
which are too high for them. Io arraign a God of infinite 
Perfection, before the Bar of finite Reaſon, for ill contrivance 
and male adminiſtration, in his Creation and Government 
of the World: to interpret all the Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence, and make them bear juſt ſuch meanings as belt ſute with 
their humours or intereſts: and to unlock the Secrets of all 
Myſteries, tho never ſo abſtruſe and hidden, or to reje& the be- 
lief of them, becauſe they cannot, &c. Alas vain Man! Who 
art thou, as it is elegantly expreſs d in the book of Fob, char 
enjeyneſt ro God bu way, Job. 36. 23. or dar'it ſay unto him, 
Thou haſt wrought iniquity ? Who art tho®, that darkaeſt the 
counſel of the Moſt High, by thy words without knowledge ? 38.2, 
Once more, Who art thou, that vainly conceiteſt thy ſelf able 
to ſearch thoſe "= things of God, which, he himſelt tells us, no 
one knowerh, but bi; own ſpirit ? 1 Cor. 2. 10, 1 1. Lay aſide thy 
conceir, thou fooliſh, little Creature, and be contented at 
ſeat with thy condition, to ſee through a plaſi darkly: and 2 
it will not be long e're, as a Reward of thy modeſty and hu- 
mility, 1 Cor. 1 3. 1 2. thou ſhalt be taken up into a bright and 
glorio. is place, where thou ſhalt ſee God face to face, without 
any cloud between, and ſhalt know him, even as thou alſo 
T. m mens tes 

To which happy place „of his infinite mere 
us all, for the fake of his dear Son Feſw Chriſt, 
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